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Town of Lyons Parks  
Flood Recovery Planning Process 



Lyons Parks and Recreation Flood Recovery Update 

1. Meadow Park Phase II - Project PW20B1 
▫ Estimated Completion: Summer 2016 

2. Lyons Corridor Trail Island Debris Hauling and Disposal 
PW20-C 

▫  Estimated Completion: Spring 2015-Completed 

 



Lyons Parks and Recreation Flood Recovery Update 

3. Town of Lyons Parks Flood Recovery Planning Project PW20-D 
▫ Project Start: July 2015         

▫ Estimated Completion: December 2015 



Lyons Parks and Recreation Flood Recovery Update 

• Public meetings 1-3 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 
to 8:00 pm, 8/5, 
8/12, 8/19 

• Public meetings 4-6 
Thursdays @ 6:30 to 
8:00 pm, 9/3, 9/10, 
9/17 

• Public meetings 7-9 
Thursdays @ 6:30 to 
8:00 pm, 10/8, 10/15, 
10/29 
 

 



• Build upon previous 
public planning efforts  
▫ Parks, Open Space and 

Trails (P.O.S.T.) Plans 
of 2000 and 2008,  

▫ Bohn Park Master Plan 
2008 

▫ Lyons Valley River Park 
Master Plan 2012 

▫ Other Lyons strategic 
master planning 
documents. 

▫ Lyons Recovery Action 
Plan (LRAP) 

▫ Town Comprehensive 
Plans/ Goals 

▫ St. Vrain Watershed 
Master Plan 
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Lyons Parks and Recreation Flood Recovery Update 

• Planning Goals and Objectives will include: 
▫ Develop a plan to restore and enhance Bohn Park. 

▫ Develop a plan to restore and enhance Lyons Valley River Park 
(McConnell Ponds) and Corridor Trail areas. 

▫ Develop a comprehensive Trails Master  

▫ Develop a River Restoration Master Plan for designated park areas  

▫ Address concepts for new opportunities for potential flood acquisition 
properties 

▫ Operations and Maintenance Plan/Financial Analysis 



4. Bohn Park River Restoration*** 
•  Estimated Start: Winter 2015/2016 

5. Bohn Park Interior Restoration *** 
•  Estimated Start: Winter 2015 into Spring & Summer 2016 

6. Lyons Valley River Park Restoration and 
Enhancements (McConnell Ponds)*** 

•  Estimated Start: Winter 2016 into Spring & Summer 2017 

 

*** Priority order for 4-5 and 6 may switch depending on outcome of Lyons Parks 
Master Plan Update Priorities, associated infrastructure project priorities (i.e. 
McConnell and 2nd Ave. Bridges) and Available funding, among other 
considerations. Projected dates for 4-5 and 6 above may then switch. 
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• Task 1 – Work Plan 
• Task 2 – Data Collection/Flood Damage 

Assessment and Inventory 
• Task 3 – Stakeholder Input/ Public Outreach/ 

Prioritization 
• Task 4: Draft Planning Process/ Draft Planning 

Goals 
• Task 5 - Final Planning Completion 
• Task 6 – Operating Cost/ Revenue Model and 

Park Maintenance Plan 

Lyons Parks Flood Recovery Planning Process 
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Lyons Parks Flood Recovery Planning Process 

• Task 3 – Stakeholder Input/ Public Outreach/ 
Prioritization 

  
• Public meetings 1-3 on Wednesdays in August @ 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
• 8/5 – Bohn Park-Project History & Background, Initial Public Comment 
• 8/12 – Lyons Valley River Park- Project History & Background, Initial Public Comment 
• 8/19 – Trail Planning, Park Connectivity & Recreation Opportunities-Project History & 

Background, Initial Public Comment 
 

• Public meetings 4-6 on Thursdays in September @ 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
• 9/3 – Bohn Park Draft Concept-Public Input & Discussion 
• 9/10 – Lyons Valley River Park Draft Concept-Public Input & Discussion 
• 9/17 – Bohn Park Plan-Wrap Up 

 
• Public meetings 7-9 on Thursdays in October @ 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
• 10/8 – Trail Planning, Park Connectivity & Recreation Opportunities Plan-Wrap Up 
• 10/15 – Lyons Valley River Park Plan-Wrap Up 
• 10/29 – Lyons Parks Flood Recovery Plan-Presentation of Final Plans 



2013 Flood- TOWN OF LYONS Park Damages 
• St Vrain Corridor Trail 
• Pond recreation and access 
• Loop Trails 
• Whitewater park 
• Swimming Hole 
• Black Bear Hole 
• Public Art 
• Drive up access 
• October/ November White  
Water features 
 

 

Pre Flood 2012 



2013 Flood- TOWN OF LYONS Park Damages 

 Total 
Devastation of 
Parkland and 
Park Facilities  

 (Bohn Park, Lyons 
Valley River Park, 
Trails and Whitewater 
Recreation) 

 culminating in 
 over $9 Million 

in damages. 
(FEMA PW20 & 
35)    

Post Flood 2013 



2013 FLOOD- TOWN OF LYONS  
LYONS VALLEY RIVER PARK DAMAGES 

 The Eastern river 
corridor has been 
devastated.   

 The kayak river 
structures have been 
removed.   

 The river and adjacent 
terrain has been 
dredged clean of most 
all soil, trees, shrubs, 
grasses and forbs.   

 The commercial area 
is under a continued 
threat of future 
flooding. 
 

 
 

 

Black Bear Hole Before/ After 
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Lyons Valley River Park Ponds-Before/ After 
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October Hole & November Hole-Before/ After 
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Comprehensive Plan goals 

▫ Balance the quality of life benefits that parks, trails 
and open lands contribute to the community with 
fiscal responsibility. 

▫ Objective 1.1:  Make the parks, trails and open space 
system more self-sustaining and efficient and an even 
more important part of the Lyons brand-”a recreation 
destination”. 

▫ Re-establish and expand revenue-generating 
activities/opportunities/amenities to support park 
maintenance and operations.  i.e. Camping and 
parking, special events, shelter rentals, permitting 
fees, concessions, rentals, etc.   

 
 



• LRAP GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

▫ Resident driven 

▫ Sustainability 

▫ Resilience 

 

Lyons Recovery Action Plan (LRAP) 





 





2012  Lyons Valley River Park Master Plan 
• Lyons Valley River Park 2012 MP Goals 
• St Vrain Corridor Trail Expansion 

▫ Trail extension to Hwy 36 
• Large loop trail – fitness loop 

▫ Creation of fitness loop trail with 10 
fitness stations 

▫ Low maintenance equipment 
▫ Child through adult level fitness stations 
▫ Trail signage 
▫ Exercise signage and workout 

recommendations 
▫ Trail improvements 

• Educational opportunity – interpretive loop 
▫ Install 7 interpretive stations with a 

childrens play element 
▫ Interpretation stations include interactive 

as well as informative based information 
▫ Interpretation will highlight St. Vrain 

corridor and its role in the ecosystem 
▫ Install trails on west side of loop trail, 

ADA 
▫ Minimal impact trails and interpretation 

on the east side of the loop trail 



2012  Lyons Valley River Park Master Plan 
• Lyons Valley River Park 2012 MP Goals 

• Natural outdoor play area 

▫ Low maintenance child-specific natural play area 

▫ Zero-depth water feature 

▫ Use of native plants and natural materials 

▫ Variety of different sized and shaped boulders 

▫ Large boulder structure 

▫ Outdoor classroom and picnic area 

▫ Multi-use trails around and throughout play area, 
including ADA access 

• Whitewater Park 

▫ Eco-friendly whitewater park 

▫ Update, improve, extend October Hole 

▫ Extend whitewater park past Highlands Ditch 
Dam 

▫ Improve in-stream fish passage and habitat 

▫ Improve river access, including ADA access 

• Pond Recreation and Access 

▫ Develop safe pond access points, including ADA 
access 

▫ Provide access points for fishing 

▫ Provide access points for aquatic recreation 

▫ Provide a variety of picnic areas 

▫ Install interpretive areas 

▫ Restore riparian habitat 

▫ Restore aquatic habitat 

▫ Protect wetlands 



Clarifier Art Project 

• Public Art 

• New Experiences along Corridor 



LRAP IMPLEMENTATION TABLE 

• Goal is to be in the river winter 2016 
• Winter 2016 into Spring & Summer 2017 (pending 

funding , approvals and other variables) 



Funding Sources 

• FEMA PW20 & PW35 
• Town Insurance-CIRSA 
• Colorado Water Conservation Board-CWCB 
• Community Development Block Grant-CDBG 
• Donations and In-Kind Resources 

▫ Can’D Aid ,Colorado Rockies 

• Colorado Parks and Wildlfife 
• LWCF – State Trails 
• Various other sources 

 
*based on reimbursement, prioritization of projects and cash flow impact the ability 
to complete projects. 

 



Lyons Recovery Action Plan (LRAP) 

• Public Comments From the Long Term Recovery Process 
▫ Use of native materials and plants in rebuilding of parks 

should be a priority 
▫ Trail connectivity and new opportunities 
▫ River access  
▫ Need to get our parks and rec. facilities up and running fast 

because they’re important to the town’s revenue 
▫ Events are great revenue generators and we should expand them 

in the future 
▫ Numerous comments about not having paved trails through our 

parks 
▫ Include Kayak park in comprehensive planning 
▫ Promote swimming hole, play areas, ice rink, volleyball and 

camping 
▫ Better vehicle and pedestrian access 
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Incorporating feedback  
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INSERT BOHN PARK SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 







Questions and Answers? 



 

 

THANK YOU! 
WWW.LYONSPARKSMP.COM 


