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Lyons Parks Flood Recovery Planning Process 



Comprehensive Plan goals 

▫ Balance the quality of life benefits that parks, trails 
and open lands contribute to the community with 
fiscal responsibility. 

▫ Objective 1.1:  Make the parks, trails and open space 
system more self-sustaining and efficient and an even 
more important part of the Lyons brand-”a recreation 
destination”. 

▫ Re-establish and expand revenue-generating 
activities/opportunities/amenities to support park 
maintenance and operations.  i.e. Camping and 
parking, special events, shelter rentals, permitting 
fees, concessions, rentals, etc.   

 
 



• LRAP GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

▫ Resident driven 

▫ Sustainability 

▫ Resilience 

 

Lyons Recovery Action Plan (LRAP) 





 





2012  Lyons Valley River Park Master Plan 
• Lyons Valley River Park 2012 MP Goals 
• St Vrain Corridor Trail Expansion 

▫ Trail extension to Hwy 36 
• Large loop trail – fitness loop 

▫ Creation of fitness loop trail with 10 
fitness stations 

▫ Low maintenance equipment 
▫ Child through adult level fitness stations 
▫ Trail signage 
▫ Exercise signage and workout 

recommendations 
▫ Trail improvements 

• Educational opportunity – interpretive loop 
▫ Install 7 interpretive stations with a 

childrens play element 
▫ Interpretation stations include interactive 

as well as informative based information 
▫ Interpretation will highlight St. Vrain 

corridor and its role in the ecosystem 
▫ Install trails on west side of loop trail, 

ADA 
▫ Minimal impact trails and interpretation 

on the east side of the loop trail 



2012  Lyons Valley River Park Master Plan 
• Lyons Valley River Park 2012 MP Goals 

• Natural outdoor play area 

▫ Low maintenance child-specific natural play area 

▫ Zero-depth water feature 

▫ Use of native plants and natural materials 

▫ Variety of different sized and shaped boulders 

▫ Large boulder structure 

▫ Outdoor classroom and picnic area 

▫ Multi-use trails around and throughout play area, 
including ADA access 

• Whitewater Park 

▫ Eco-friendly whitewater park 

▫ Update, improve, extend October Hole 

▫ Extend whitewater park past Highlands Ditch 
Dam 

▫ Improve in-stream fish passage and habitat 

▫ Improve river access, including ADA access 

• Pond Recreation and Access 

▫ Develop safe pond access points, including ADA 
access 

▫ Provide access points for fishing 

▫ Provide access points for aquatic recreation 

▫ Provide a variety of picnic areas 

▫ Install interpretive areas 

▫ Restore riparian habitat 

▫ Restore aquatic habitat 

▫ Protect wetlands 



Clarifier Art Project 

• Public Art 

• New Experiences along Corridor 



▫ Restore and enhance the kayak river structures at the Blackbear, October and 
November holes. 

▫ Build a world-class Native Wildlife Sanctuary for birds, bees and butterflies along the 
river corridor with interpretive signage.  Trail access will be limited to a single track for 
pedestrians only. 

▫ Develop the rail bed into a multi-use trail that can potentially connect to the St. Vrain 
Greenway to Longmont. Restructure the river banks to sustain spring run-off and future 
flood events with stone, native trees, shrubs, grasses and forbs. 

▫ Extend the planting of native trees, shrubs, grasses and forbs along the valley floor to 
create a viable wildlife habitat for birds, bees, butterflies and small mammals. 

▫ Create a riverside trail that connects to the existing Town rail bed. 
▫ Convert the Town rail bed to a multi-use trail. 
▫ Restore access, river structures and features to support kayaking, fishing, dogs and 

wading recreational activities. 
▫ Create separate low impact zones along the river corridor to provide fishery habitat and 

quality fishing. 
▫ Build small wildlife walking trails along the river corridor with interpretive signage to 

illustrate the native habitat and historical images of the post flood devastated landscape 
to honor those that lost so much in the flood. 
 

 

LYONS LONG-TERM COMMUNITY RECOVERY  
PROJECT + PROGRAM  
DEVELOPMENT GUIDE (PDG) 



Lyons Recovery Action Plan (LRAP) 

• Public Comments From the Long Term Recovery Process 
▫ Use of native materials and plants in rebuilding of parks 

should be a priority 
▫ Trail connectivity and new opportunities 
▫ River access  
▫ Need to get our parks and rec. facilities up and running fast 

because they’re important to the town’s revenue 
▫ Events are great revenue generators and we should expand them 

in the future 
▫ Numerous comments about not having paved trails through our 

parks 
▫ Include Kayak park in comprehensive planning 
▫ Promote swimming hole, play areas, ice rink, volleyball and 

camping 
▫ Better vehicle and pedestrian access 
 



Incorporating feedback  
Public Meeting #2 – August 12, 2015 

Lyons Valley River Park- Project History & Background, Initial Public Comment 

http://www.lyonsparksmp.com/?page_id=47
http://www.lyonsparksmp.com/?page_id=47
http://www.lyonsparksmp.com/?page_id=47
http://www.lyonsparksmp.com/?page_id=47












Incorporating feedback  
COMMENT CARD 



Incorporating feedback 



Incorporating feedback  



Incorporating feedback 



Incorporating feedback  
PROJECT WEBSITE – WWW.LYONSPARKSMP.COM 



Draft Alternatives 
 



Draft Alternatives 
 



Draft Alternatives 
 



Draft Alternatives 
 



Draft Alternatives 
 



 

 

THANK YOU! 
WWW.LYONSPARKSMP.COM 


