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INPUT  
REPORT
results from 1/31/15 and 
2/4/15 community open 
house events
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General Information 
Attendance 
We estimate that between 100 and 110 people came to 
the workshop on Saturday, January 31, 2015 and 35-45 
people came to the workshop on Wednesday, February 4, 
2015. 
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Visioning Exercise with 
Displaced Residents
We asked a series of questions at the meeting with 
displaced residents on February 4th. The responses are 
summarized below:

What did you love about your 
neighborhood?

• Quiet wildlife
• Neighbors diversity
• Everyone wanted each other to succeed
• Supportive
• No traffic / Safe
• Dark sky / Private
• Sound of children / Laughter
• A porch community
• Stop by without calling
• People knew you
• Pets / Pet sitting
• No HOA 

What would you tell people about your 
neighborhood?
• Bridges - footbridges
• Walking
• My neighbors
• Walk to town
• Felt like a beach community
• My oasis
• Take care of each other
• Face time
• Post office
• Coffee shop

What do you want to see in the new 
neighborhood?
• Community policing
• The sherif
• Environmentally friendly - low impact, good insulation, 

passive solar.

• Mini recreational center
• Bathtub
• Trees 

What says Home to you?
• Garden
• These people being there (gesturing around the 

room)
• Long term neighbors
• Front porch
• Safe place away from street (Kids)
• Walking trails
• Fire pit
• Fruit trees and gardens
• Sound of water - fountain
• Wind in pines
• Simple, livable, functional housing, good floor plans
• Four walls and a tight roof
• Fire Place
• Solar
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Architectural Findings 
General comments included:

• individuality is a must
• appreciate the rustic look
• something traditional but a little daring / adventurous
• individual entry area
• greenery around units
• high pitched roofs
• front porches are a must
• make each building unique, every building should 

have its own defining characteristic; its own “funky 
distinction” 

• new residences should feel like homes (single family 
houses), not apartment complexes 

• make it interesting! 
• earth tones, natural material; nothing too uniform 
• natural, but mixed look so it appears to be an 

established neighborhood 
• lots of Lyons sandstone! 
• like varying rooflines 
• front porches 
• needs variation 
• pedestrian emphasis 
• mixed materials 
• neutral colors and natural materials for siding, 

including beetle kill pine 
• like live / work space 
• keep with the feel of Lyons in the style and design 

This last point, to “keep design consistent with the feel of 
Lyons”, exemplified the diverse thinking that residents 
have on what this means. The choices in preferred 
housing types varied widely. As one resident noted, 
providing a variety of architectural types and siding 
choices may mean that no one likes everything, but 
everyone likes something. 

Architectural Character Score Sheets
68 respondents filled out architectural character score 
sheets. The overall score and top ranked images are 
shown below. 

a01
a02
a03
a04
a05
a06
a07
a08
a09
a10
a11
a12
a13
a14
a15
a16
a17
a18
a19
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Highest Ranked Concept Images

a04 - 92% of respondents marked “like it”

a09 - 78% of respondents marked “like it”

a19 - 69% of respondents marked “like it”

a14 - 68% of respondents marked “like it”

a12 - 64% of respondents marked “like it”

a07 - 63% of respondents marked “like it”  
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Lowest Ranked Concept Images

a15 - 89% of respondents marked “don’t like it”

a13 - 81% of respondents marked “don’t like it”

a17 - 77% of respondents marked “don’t like it”
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Inspiration & Concept Exercise
Participants were asked to create their own inspiration and 
concept groups and write about their selections. 

inspiration & concept: Linda 2/4

inspiration & concept: Sandy & Bud #1 2/4

inspiration & concept: Greg 2/4

inspiration & concept: Linda 2/4

inspiration & concept: Patric & Lois 2/4
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inspiration & concept: Orion 1/31

inspiration & concept: Chrystal 1/31

inspiration & concept: Annie 1/31
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Design, Materials & Color Exercise 
Participants were asked to create their own design, 
material & color groupings and write about their selections.  
Responses were thoughtful, creative, and beautiful.

design, materials & colors: Barney 2/4

design, materials & colors: Bonnie 2/4

design, materials & colors: Rick 2/4

design, materials & colors: Anonymous 2/4

design, materials & colors: Mason (age 7) 2/4
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design, materials & colors: Greg 2/24

design, materials & colors: Pricilla 2/24

anonymous participant 1/31

two female participants worked together to select 
these architectural styles, they like porches, natural 
materials and varied architecture 1/31
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Interior Character Findings
General comments included:
• If the units have to have carpet, many people prefer 

dark carpet because it hides dirt. 
• liked the orange Formica 
• no galley kitchens 
• out of 5 people surveyed, all 5 would prefer all wood 

floors to carpet; no carpet! 
• like concrete floors/countertops 
• lots of storage is a must 
• wood-burning fireplaces in the units would be 

awesome, if that is not possible, a shared outdoor 
fireplace would be the next best thing 

• there is interest in tiny houses/compact apartments 
• No berber carpet - must be soft 
• Light wood
• Funky countertops with white cabinetry - one person 

liked the orange patterned Formica sample
• MUST HAVE OUTDOOR SPACE
• Hard surface flooring in kitchen in bathroom is a must
• One person preferred neutral colored countertops
• Many people liked a u-shaped kitchen
• Units definitely need to have a porch
• Most people preferred light wood cabinetry over dark 

cabinetry
• A few people preferred to have carpet in the living 

room and bedrooms
• ADA units are important - one woman came 

representing her 85 year old mother in law who would 
like to live in these apartments

• One person requested a blue accent wall
• Many people like “log cabin” style
• People prefer white cabinetry if it is more durable than 

wood
• If there has to be carpet, it should be dark

21 respondents filled out interior character score sheets. 
The overall score and top ranked images are shown 
below. 

Highest Ranked Concept Images

i16 - 100% of respondents marked “like it”

i01

i03

i05

i07

i09

i11

i13

i15

i17

i19
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i12 - 95% of respondents marked “like it”

i19 - 90% of respondents marked “like it”

i14 - 76% of respondents marked “like it”

i02 - 75% of respondents marked “like it”
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Lowest Ranked Concept Images

i11 - 76% of respondents marked “don’t like it”

i01 - 71% of respondents marked “don’t like it”

i06 - 67% of respondents marked “don’t like it”
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Interiors Questionnaire Report
22 potential residents surveyed.
How many bedrooms do you need?
• 18% (4) One Bedroom
• 36% (8) Two Bedroom
• 59% (13) Three Bedroom

Would you prefer your home to be one or two levels?
• 45% (10) One Level
• 50% (11) Two Levels

On a scale from 1-5 (5 being very important) how 
important is direct outdoor connection from your living 
space to you?
• Average: 4.8/5

On a scale from 1-5 (5 being very important) how 
important is PRIVATE outdoor space to you?
• Average: 4.1/5
•
On a scale from 1-5 (5 being very important) how 
important is PUBLIC SHARED outdoor space to you?
• Average: 2.8/5

Which indoor common areas would you be most likely 
to use?
• 27% (6) Common Sitting Area
• 32% (7) Community Room
• 27% (6) Shared Art Studio
• 45% (10) Shared Workshop
• 36% (8) Shared Music Studio

Which outdoor common areas would you be most 
likely to use?
• 50% (11) Picnic Area
• 59% (13) Grills
• 14% (3) Shared Yard
• 73% (16) Community Garden
• 50% (11) Orchard

Is a ground floor bedroom and ADA bathroom 
important to you?
• 41% (9) Yes
• 59% (13) No

Is an office/desk area/artist workspace important to 
you?
• 86% (19) Yes
• 14% (3) No
Where would an office/desk area/artist workspace be 
most beneficial to you?
• 45% (10) In the Kitchen
• 27% (6) Near the Bedrooms
• 36% (8) In the Living Room

Do you prefer to dine at a kitchen table or counter/
bar?
• 81% (18) Kitchen Table
• 14% (3) Counter/Bar

Where would a patio/porch/balcony get the most use?
• 27% (6) Off of Living Room
• 0% (0) Off of Bedroom
• 68% (15) Off of Kitchen

Do you prefer to have a bathtub or stall shower?
• 50% (11) Bathtub
• 36% (8) Stall Shower
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Landscape Findings
General comments included:
• use natural, native and sustainable vegetation 
• use natural and local stone 
• include a community garden and community spaces 
• curvy sidewalks are nice, they feel more natural and fit 

the “funk” of Lyons 
• design the community to feel open to the park and 

surrounding community instead of closed off 
• surround the community in woodlands or orchard 
• avoid sod 
• let it grow wild
• use natural, local materials
• red stone instead of brick

34 respondents filled out landscape character score 
sheets. The overall score and top ranked images are 
shown below. 

Highest Ranked Concept Images

L01
L02
L03
L04
L05
L06
L07
L08
L09
L10
L11
L12
L13
L14

L05 - 100% of respondents marked “like it”

L06 - 100% of respondents marked “like it”

L02 - 97% of respondents marked “like it”
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L07 - 97% of respondents marked “like it”

L13 - 94% of respondents marked “like it”
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Lowest Ranked Concept Images 

L08 - 90% of respondents marked “don’t like it”

L09 - 59% of respondents marked “don’t like it” 
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Amenities Findings
51 respondents filled out amenities worksheets. The 
overall score of each is shown below, along with top 
ranked images. 

walking paths

nature-based play structure

community dining

outdoor living 

outdoor exercise

music studio

communal patio space

builders’ shop

community garden

orchard

outdoor performance

shared artist studio

community room

public art

parking for units

art gallery/performance 

grill area

38

30

28

13

11

15

15

15

23

16

8

23

24

18

24

25

19

Highest Ranked Amenities

walking paths - 75% of respondents indicated as a 
desirable amenity

community garden - 59% of respondents indicated as a 
desirable amenity

nature-based play - 55% of respondents indicated as a 
desirable amenity

Additional amenities suggested were a rock climbing wall, 
root cellar, pedestrian access to river, storage, private pet 
washing area, community fire pit with rock seating and a 
flood memorial. Another comment mentioned about the 
walking paths was “the less concrete, the better.”
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Site Planning Findings
• protect the view of the mountains and the feel of being 

in a park
• location of site is preferred across from the existing 

neighborhood, not next to exiting neighborhood
• higher density and more open space
• parking and traffic impact is concerning
• a number of people from Lyons Valley Park expressed 

their desire to have the housing pushed as far west as 
possible

• most people preferred a small footprint (5 acres) 
versus the larger 7 acre footprint

• people were happy to know the existing ball fields, 
play ground and basketball / tennis court were not 
being considered in the planning area

• there was a good mix in preference between liking the 
more regular and more organic site shapes

Preferential Site Options

rectangular shape preserving park on both sides

organic shape pushed to west

organic five acres


