
  
UEB Meeting Minutes, 21 Sep  2016  

 
Meeting Time and Location:  Began at 4:35 at Lyons Old Depot Bldg. 
 
Attendance:, Aaron Caplan, Steve Wratten, Coco Gordon, John Cowdry, Chuck  Keim,  
 
Staff: Jim Blankenship, Lagenia Reimer, Amy Lynn, David Fennity  Liaisons:  Jim Kerr Guests:  Jay Stott 
 
Previous Minutes: . Reviewed and approved Sep 7th minutes. 
 
BOT Update: Jim will be attending a MEAN committee meeting on their distributed generation policy in Oct. 
 
Staff Update:   Wastewater - The town has put together and started giving wastewater surveys to 
businesses, beginning with those in industries known to have concerns that might require pretreatment. New 
businesses will also be asked to complete a survey to obtain their business license.  Code Enforcement has 
also been checking on the grease traps of food service businesses.  4 of them don’t have any grease trap 
system in place.  Many of them are not being cleaned regularly. That does add to the BOD and TSS loads in 
the system and getting them cleaned should help reduce those. 
Ramey Environmental Compliance, the town’s water and wastewater maintenance contractor, has been 
taking samples at different locations in the wastewater system. Phosphorous, BOD and TSS levels are 
higher than they should be. We looked at some of the data from the samples at different locations and it was 
asked if the town might not have designed the new wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) to handle high 
enough levels of some of these.  The WWTP was designed for average flow with the expectation that the 
town would be implementing and enforcing pretreatment requirements. 
Lyons is looking to start implementing the surcharge for high levels of BOD or TSS in a customers 
wastewater. Staff have been talking to a number of the businesses that might be a concern.  The 2 auto 
mechanic shops, Gateway Auto Services and Lyons Automotive, do NOT have any drains, have waste 
hauled away and have records of this. The CDOT location has some concerns.  St. Vrain Industries, a 
marijuana growing business, showed more of a concern regarding the chemicals they use and not for their 
BOD or TSS amounts in the wastewater. Lyons Elementary School needed some work on their Grease 
Traps. Oskar Blues brewery who is one of two main concerns for BOD because of the amount produced in 
the brewing and distilling process, was asked if they could haul their waste to their Longmont facility where 
they already have a system in place to deal with their wastewater. The other concern, Spirit Hound Distillers 
is still being worked with to determine their wastewater pretreatment needs. 
Other staff news was that the town’s new GIS contractor has begun mapping data starting with the 
wastewater system. 
 
Q2 Utility Fund Financial Review: We went over the numbers and highlights presented for the first half of 
2015 for the utility funds. One concern was the unbelievable amount of water used in June. We were 
advised a meter at one of the parks had been put in backwards and was going in reverse and that was the 



cause of this incorrect water usage amount. The WWTP also had very large usage. Staff is working with the 
contractor to determine why the plant shows usage of about 80,000 gallons of water a month. 
Otherwise there were no major concerns on the financial situation of the utility funds.  Town FInance is now 
allocating some of the transfer of money that happens between all of the town funds mid year so we don’t 
have to wait until the end of the year to see these amounts as we have in the past.  Knowing what 6 months 
of transfers are should help in working on the next year’s budget. 
There was some talk of how different funds true up with each other. We know the wastewater fund does 
transfer money to the electric fund for the amount of electricity it consumes.  Does the parks fund have 
money transferred to the water fund for the amount of water it uses. Aaron will try and look at the Parks 
and Rec Budget to see if they allocate money for water consumption. 
 
Accessory Dwelling Unit’s:  It was pointed out that the Lyons Municipal Code requires two off street 
parking places for each dwelling unit, LMC Section 16 Article 8.  There was also concern about what the 
International Building Code says about multiple dwelling units being on one tap. 
 
Meeting ended: 6:00 pm.   Minutes Submitted by: Aaron Caplan 


