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“The Town of Lyons will not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the 
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special assistance should contact the Town at hr@townoflyons.com as soon as possible, but 
no later than 72 hours before the scheduled event.”

I.

I.1.

Documents:

mailto:hr@townoflyosn.com
http://www.townoflyons.com/05500d3a-21e0-4372-8bbe-59c3e3302ae0


 

 

Proposed Revisions to Chapter 16 of the Lyons Muncipal Code 

Concerning Definitions of Principal and Accessory Dwelling Units 

As it Relates to ADU Tap Fees and Attainable Housing 

For the Town of Lyons Board of Trustees 

 Workshop 9/19/2016 

Ordinance Number: 1005 

Note: proposed text changes appear bold & italicized throughout this memo 

Proposed New Definitions: Household, Single-Family Use, Accessory Dwelling Unit   

Sec. 16-1-160. - Definitions 

Household   Shall mean a family unit related by blood, marriage or adoption, or eight (8) or fewer unrelated 

individuals (including resident and nonresident caregivers) living together in a single dwelling unit, with 

common access to and common use of all living and eating areas and all facilities for the preparation and 

serving of food within the dwelling unit. PCDC would like to recommend adding this definition to the Zoning 

Code after legal review is conducted to determine if a local statute can have a number of unrelated 

individuals that is lower than the state statute of 8 – provided that provisions are kept in place for protected 

classes (group homes).  

Single Family Use   

Shall mean use by a family unit related by blood, marriage or adoption, or eight (8) or fewer unrelated 

individuals (including resident and nonresident caregivers) living together in a single dwelling unit, with 

common access to and common use of all living and eating areas and all facilities for the preparation and 

serving of food within the dwelling unit. PCDC would like to recommend adding this definition to the Zoning 

Code after legal review is conducted to determine if a local statute can have a number of unrelated 

individuals that is lower than the state statute of 8 – provided that provisions are kept in place for protected 

classes (group homes).  

Dwelling Unit, Accessory 

An accessory dwelling unit (ADU) is a second, subordinate unit co-located on the same lot as a principal 

residence in a single family residential zone district. An Accessory Dwelling Unit is no larger than 800 square 

feet and may be either added to, co-located with as a detached unit, or created within a principal detached 



 

 

single-family dwelling.   ADUs are created for the purpose of accommodating a second household that lives 

separately from the principal household.   The ADU is occupied by a second family or household that enjoys 

spatially segregated living space that provides for cooking, sanitation and sleeping that is separate from and 

accessory to and subordinate to the principal single-family dwelling 

 

Revisions to Existing Definitions: Dwelling Unit; Dwelling-Two Family; & Dwelling-One-Family Attached 

Sec. 16-1-160. – Definitions 

 
Dwelling Unit 

Dwelling unit means one (1) or more rooms and a single kitchen and at least one (1) bathroom, designed, 

occupied or intended for occupancy as separate quarters for the exclusive use of a single family  for living, 

cooking and sanitary purposes, either detached or attached to a one-family, two-family or multi-family 

dwelling or mixed-use building. 

Dwelling, two-family 

 Dwelling, two-family means a building occupied by two (2) families or households living independently of each 

other, and containing two (2) principal dwelling units 

 

Dwelling, one-family attached 

Dwelling, one-family attached means a residential building containing principal dwelling units, each of which 

has primary ground floor access to the outside and which are attached to each other by party walls without 

openings. The term is intended primarily for such dwelling types as townhouses and duplexes 

Proposed Revisions to ADU Provisions  

Sec. 16-10-70. Accessory Dwelling Units 

(a) Purpose. This Section is adopted for the following purposes:  

(1) To provide a mix of housing that is responsive to changing demographics and family needs; 

(2) To encourage a range of affordability in Town housing units and provide a broader range of more 

affordable housing; and 

(3) To create new housing compatible with the scale and look of single-family neighborhoods. 



 

 

(b) Definition, Use and Creation of new accessory dwelling units. (See also Sec. 16-1-160. Definitions, Dwelling 

Unit, Accessory) 

(1) An accessory dwelling unit (ADU) is a second and subordinate dwelling unit added to or created within a 

principal detached single-family dwelling that is located in a single-family residential zoning district. ADUs are 

created for the purpose of accommodating a second household that lives separately from the principal 

household. An ADU is a secondary dwelling occupied by a second family or household that enjoys spatially 

segregated living space that provides for cooking, sanitation and sleeping that is separate from and accessory 

to and subordinate to the principal single-family dwelling. 

(2) ADUs may either be created in converted space in an existing principal dwelling or in new space 

attached to the principal dwelling as a use by right in all single-family residential zoning districts. 

(3) Detached ADUs are allowed subject to conditional use review in new or existing space detached from the 

principal dwelling or created in new or existing space situated in or over an existing detached garage or 

other detached accessory building. 

(4) Mobile homes, recreational vehicles and travel trailers shall not be used as accessory dwelling units. 

(5) Owner-Occupied: The owner of the property must reside in one of the permitted dwelling units on the site 

as their principal residence for at least six months or more out of year. 

(6) Accessory Dwelling Units must not be leased or rented for a period of time or term of occupancy of less 

than thirty days.  

(7) Accessory dwelling units must be connected to the water, wastewater and electric utilities of the 

principal dwelling unit and may not have separate services, unless the director determines such 

to be infeasible.  

 




